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CRESSY AND DAYNE

By John Warren

| can semeniber that as §lvoked ong af the
window { sane @ conmtry road winding wp the
bill past awr hewse and disappearing over the

bell Beyond. .. T wondered where thar road

QR LNTE SPRTHEE l,'!.".a (=0 .l”s\.r-.'g'.la' .".-"l.n.l.';g-"-'

and &y, and where the end of it was Too

years later | got sy first .'rr{-.-'ug far running
away UP THAT HILL, After I war rericved
aned -'er:,a-"r' tack, farber askea we o
was lsoking for w here. | 1

i I ains
loaking far the end of the road " And for the
HeExT ,ﬁ,-‘r;. years that was my life, |':-|.'.IJ:'.'.-'-',{." for

the exicl af the road!”

Wil Cressy was born in Bradford, NH in
1E863 Julm;; the Civil War, was schooled
Concord, and ar the :ipl,' old age of six got his
introduction to show biz. He and his brother
Harry were billed as a musical team in a local
minstrel show, r.'.ll'l'lirli‘: a review thar “the € eSSy

I.llﬁ_‘u'\- wore II.'.II FI'\IIHII.. ].il!::'ll.llir'l_L'\. ':lh'ir Career,

the |,:-|u_.'-. had cards Pri|||,ul.i. up .=r:.z:rmrni|1|:
“The Cressys, Harry and Will, Musical Arristes

and Comedians.” O
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jobs as store
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In 1888 the
the Ideal ':..llrr":L'I.I:.' 'l-.l.:l:hi‘l.u::r. "An offer ca

W |\.|-.':.|.-.i a rrunk, rented two alie horns, and
\l.:.'[{'l.{ [RIRE} :r||||||||: \l'i'||" \-_|I|,r'. never I,'\Lll'lE"
mentioned, You were paid according o your
value to the moupe, so our of 32 weels on

the road the b i four weeks' wages. |hey

were paying ther dues toward future success
by traveling from rown o wown, performing in
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have it - Will met and fell in love with the lead-
ing lady, Miss Blanche Dayne, who also had
grease paint in her blood.

By 1890
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however, the Cressy Brothers

goods COnsisting of one overcoat, the clothes on
their backs, and two grubby hars. And Will had
4 wile to support, having married Blanche in
Lee, Mass. on Januwary 19, 18H, Dear old Dad,
Whill's father, bailed them our with three train
and put Will to work
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Cressy o Blanche Dayne - hushand and

unloading carloads of i tor the magnih-

cent sum of a dallar a x‘l.:_v. Here their fortunes

-.|1.|||gr|,| in the person of A, |. Sawrelle, wha
offered Blanche and Will 518 a week 10 join his
company; they never looked back.

By August of 1890 they were pertorm-
ng before a crowd of 1400 in a tent cheatre

in Dneonta, NY to greater and pr

2T s

until Denman Thompson, the Father of Yankee

Humor, chose them our of seven hundred appli
v the parts of Cy Prime and

wonable plav, Tihe € Homeseead,
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Ann in his fash

I thie mext six vears they e recred the nuances

the Yankee characters they

and wincrasies af

would become in vandeville. Wills oo in
Mew | |..|."|'|_:'l\|'.|.l".' were never forgoten, He lewed
“rube” humar, the Yankee |1||i|r\-:--.||'-:"|':|__|| way of
life, and the parts he ulalrm'd were based on
'1|.‘4I'1| from the counery, such as H-.||||||,' Mlmson
Tappan of Bradford. In face, tme and again he

retrned o Bradtord to rehill the rank of ideas

and refine his alwer CE.

By now maney Wis o !I"II!:L'I A pssge, fod
in 1898 they
thence o Keiths Providence Theatre ar $150

were headlining ar 3135 a week,

a weel, now with the imprimamur of the MNew
York Diramacic Mirmor welcoming the Cressys
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w the list of vaudeville scars. Will wax also
writing playlets for their own use as well as fin
other acrors, One of the Maylets, Gragpeng an
Choparranity, earned them $17,000. From 1899
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‘.|l.|.'I1I outright with no royalties, He feli |m
work was worth 520 per minure wich a one-act
play averaging 20 minutes, s 3 5300 Fee was
quite normal, and the price varied depending
on whether he liked or didn’ like the customer.
In one vear Will and Blanche carned $47 0K
from writing original plays, docroring ochers,

and snlrnng an their own- not oo shabby tor

the i of the cenmry. As Will pur i ".".l..-_-.-..q.-
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lhey were not above reproach, as a few
poviews reveal. Lo 1908 Clea les Do, caitic
of the New York Evening World wrore:
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Cressy again, Her ripe for a changs
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I'bey woured the coRniry .|||-.| eventually in
110N e
Hall Tor
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1e excursions to | urope with *

< such I||'|.|||.|.

In oL

um,
Hollind, o the Pacific and Hawaii, Cl

Japan. and the Philippines. They * autoed” in
L4 conneries ctarring in TNET wirh an 18 horse
power rartle cart, bur within ten vears were roll-
ing along ina lusurously appointed 60 hop, car
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Will founded the Cortage Owners Association

e Landi on  Lake Sunapee whiere
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levball cours. arthleric fields, a 550 oot sandy

beach, and the piece de resistance, a casino with

a -.ll?'|'||‘|l.'[n.'|'| La.|||i|!!u.'-.1 SLAge and a SO seat
andivorinm, In 1921 over M well known per-
formers spent their summer ar Blodgen and, as
wall put - “We alwavs have a show ready

He was an misforan of sors as L [CSSY S
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HALE COVETE th oyster e, Many of the

When World War | entered the scene Wil
was 100 d o be 3 combatant bur thar hardly

way possible, wirh .||In|-‘1 i ||"|_ UM poTTanCe

erred him ‘.I"ll'll il
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tor the troops, At Saint

France o

Mihiel while he was on stage @ shell exploded

badly cassed, never fully

near Will and he w

ordeal. The scars on his

reoovering rom 1

and Blanch move
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OF his success Will savs
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He had rthe wisdom and common touch
not 1o ke himself too seriously g
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He lowed o rell stories or write them, such
15 this example from his ook, Conrinuous
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'.'.||i\|| |_|)I'.'Li'\.||'|| fodd ol ey I!l-.ll ill Ihl I.Il.'lll

{

imgerest imoall like, choughe and acoon

if their n they wondd it

wd the reach af

g
S, OF Y tion,  Perhaps
more than any other this thought epitomizes

the “end of the road” for Blanche and Wil



