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Bowles Park and Blodgett’s Landing c1921-1922 
 
 
In a following news article with its 
handwritten date “1922,” it is 
noted that Henry Bowles of 
Springfield Massachusetts gave 
several acres of land to the Cottage 
Owners’ Association at Blodgett’s 
Landing.  Will Cressy had earlier 
joined with this group to raise 
funds and construct a “grand 
casino.”  Will became its president 
and was influential in using the 
C.O.A. to expand and develop this 
recreational area.  He took on the 
project to develop the donated land 
into “Bowles Park.”   Several 
photos were found in the Cressy 
Family collection with handwritten 
notations directly related to this 
enterprise.   
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Another photo in the family 
album is not dated, but it 
appears to be from the same 
time period.  Note the 
pavilion or casino in the 
background. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference is made to the famous annual regatta at Blodgett’s Landing sponsored by the C.O.A.  In 
another family album there are three undated photos of one of these annual events!  It appears these 
first two photos were taken at the starting line from each end looking toward the boathouse. 
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Here’s more detail of that starting line… 
 
 
 
 

 
 
(An original of the following news article is on file at the Bradford NH Historical Society.  A copy 
with a typed transcript for clarity is on file at the Newbury Historical Society.) 
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